Cementless total replacement for old tuberculosis of the hip.
We report the results of cementless total joint replacement in 18 patients with old tuberculosis of the hip, performed, on average, 34 years after the onset of infection. Mean follow-up was 3.5 years. Only seven of the patients had antituberculous drugs during or after the operation. Using the Mayo hip score, 15 patients had excellent or good results and two had a fair rating. One patient had the prosthesis removed more than one year postoperatively for late haematogenous staphylococcal infection and had a poor rating. All the patients had relief of hip-related pain. Despite the absence of any reactivation of tuberculosis in our series, we recommend the use of specific prophylaxis.